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New data on biology and morphology of the isolated population of the Baikal grayling Thymallus baicalensis from mountainous Gitara Lake are given. Grayling from the Gitara lake possesses several morpho-ecological peculiarities, which distinguish it from other populations of the Baikal grayling. The considered population is a lacustrine short-cycle stunted form. Low growth rate determined phenetic features, which consist in relatively large head and eyes and short caudal peduncle. These features were probably formed over adaptation to extreme conditions of the mountainous ultraologotrophic lake and isolation from other populations of the species. Similar deviations of phenotype are character for the relict populations, isolated from the main areal, including the Baikal grayling, inhabiting mountainous lakes of the Baikal-Sayan region, which is the result of adaptation to extreme conditions of ultraoligotrophic lake and isolation from the rest of the species population.
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